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Over 115 children benefitted from our early years
groups for 0-5 year-olds in Edinburgh in 2022. In
January 2022, we began a new outreach service for
this age group, along with their parents and carers, in
an area of high need identified within Edinburgh.
We also added a second weekly early years session
at The Yard from October 2022 to accommodate
more families and offer flexibility for our members.

Early years groups

Our impact in 2022

"It really is an amazing place, and we always feel so
welcomed and included. The staff are fantastic, and it’s

the only place where I ever see my little boy relaxed and
able to be himself without judgement." 

Family session forms the heart of our service by
offering a place to drop in and play for our members
every weekend in Edinburgh, Dundee and Fife. We
supported over 500 families at these sessions in 2022.
Our Dundee and Fife teams supported over 80 of
those families at each of those locations. With an
average of eight new families joining us each week,
we ended 2022 with 640 The Yard members.

Family session and membership

a Scottish charity supporting disabled children
and young people through centre-based and
outreach play services. We help build thriving
communities of peer support. 

This impact statement is a snapshot of what we
achieved in 2022.

The Yard is...

School sessions

Demand for our school sessions continued to grow,
with over 1,050 children taking part from over 80
schools in Edinburgh and Dundee during 2022. Our
team creates tailored play activities to complement
each school group's interests, projects or curriculum.
In Dundee, we offer outreach visits, where we bring
The Yard into local schools. This allows us to be
flexible and fit in with different classes' timetables.

"It’s incredibly valuable to have a space where autistic
and disabled children can play with other children like

themselves in an environment that is built for them. The
Yard do fantastic work and there is nothing else like it 

in Scotland."

Winner of the Edinburgh Chamber
of Commerce Business Award for

Service Excellence 2022

Follow us @TheYardScotland



Our work with The Promise focused on kinship
care. We began working with care experienced
children and young people to identify gaps in
provision for those who are also disabled. The
results will inform national policy and practice.

Keeping The Promise

Our impact in 2022

Scotland Yard Adventure Centre (known as The Yard) is a registered Scottish Charity SC002538 and Private Limited Company registered in Scotland (SC101671) at 22 Eyre Place Lane, Edinburgh EH3 5EH.
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"He’s happy and relaxed in the lovely environment. That
allows me to relax too, which I don’t normally get to do
outside of our house. I can’t tell you how important a

place like this is for families like ours!"

over overan average of

Outreach holiday respite

Our holiday outreach service offers respite for
families during school holidays by supporting
disabled children and young people via our specialist
team at Oaklands School in Edinburgh. This service
is focused on children and young people who have
medically complex needs. In 2022, we supported 45
young people by delivering 240 hours of service. 

Our youth clubs supported 79 young people aged
8-25 to attend The Yard independently, building
their own friendships and adventures. In response to
demand from our families, we introduced our first
respite club funded by members' Self-directed
Support budgets in June and a second club in
September 2022, benefitting 14 young people so far.

Youth and respite clubs


